
 
September 6, 2016 

MDA to Establish Operational Support for ViaSat Communication Terminals for the 
Canadian Department of National Defence 

MDA to Establish Operational Support for ViaSat Communication Terminals for the 
Canadian Department of National Defence 

Richmond, BC – MacDonald, Dettwiler and Associates Ltd. (“MDA” or the “Company”) (TSX:MDA), a global communications 
and information company, today announced it has signed a contract with ViaSat Inc. (NASDAQ:VSAT), a global broadband 
services and technology company.  The contract is for MDA to establish a repair, maintenance and upgrade service facility 
for ViaSat’s Link 16 military communication terminals. The Link 16 terminals are currently deployed across Canada 
supporting the Canadian Department of National Defence. Repairs and upgrades are necessary to maintain the efficiency 
of the current equipment and to provide greater flexibility, enhanced technological capabilities, and improved reliability. 

MDA is uniquely-positioned to provide maximum long-term industrial and technological benefit to Canada with this service. 
With its long-term commitment to developing comprehensive Canadian capabilities, MDA will leverage its existing facilities 
across Canada to perform this operational support resulting in a decreased maintenance time, and reduced cost to the 
Canadian Armed Forces (CAF). The repair and maintenance service will grow into an intermediate maintenance facility (I-
Level), as additional terminals and radios are deployed throughout the CAF. 

Norman Hannaford, the general manager responsible for this business said, “As one of the largest Canadian-based 
aerospace and defence companies, MDA has extensive experience delivering large complex programs including in-service 
support to the Canadian government and we look forward to expanding our capabilities in this area in support of ViaSat.” 

ViaSat’s Ken Peterman, senior vice president and general manager, Government Systems Division added, “We look forward 
to working with MDA to establish a Canadian repair and maintenance facility, especially as our Link 16 radios—from MIDS-
LVT, Small Tactical Terminals, MIDS JTRS, and other Next Generation products—become increasingly deployed throughout 
the region. The new facility will provide an in-country resource, which we expect will shorten repair and upgrade cycles as 
well as reduce overall maintenance costs to the customer.” 

About MDA 
 
MDA is a global communications and information company providing operational solutions to commercial and government 
organizations worldwide. 

MDA’s business is focused on markets and customers with strong repeat business potential, primarily in the 
Communications sector and the Surveillance and Intelligence sector. In addition, the Company conducts a significant 
amount of advanced technology development. 

MDA’s established global customer base is served by more than 4,800 employees operating from 13 locations in the United 
States, Canada, and internationally. 

The Company’s common shares trade on the Toronto Stock Exchange under the symbol “MDA.” 
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This release contains forward-looking statements and information, which reflect the current view of MacDonald, Dettwiler 
and Associates Ltd. (“MDA” or the “Company”) with respect to future events and financial performance.  The forward-
looking statements in this regard include statements regarding the award of a contract.  Any such forward-looking 
statements are based on MDA’s current expectations, estimates, projections and assumptions in light of its experience and 
its perception of historical trends.  The factors and assumptions underlying the forward-looking statements in this release 
include contracts not being terminated.  Any such forward-looking statements are subject to a number of risks and 
uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from current expectations. MDA cautions readers that should 
certain risks or uncertainties materialize, or should underlying assumptions prove incorrect, actual results may vary 
significantly from those expected. The risks that could cause actual results to differ from current expectations include, but 
are not limited to: risks associated with operating a satellite including in-orbit failures or impaired satellite performance; 
failure of third parties and subcontractors; failure of systems to meet performance requirements; and failure to anticipate 
changes in technology, technical standards and offerings or compliance with the requisite standards. 

For additional information with respect to certain of these risks or factors, plus additional risks or factors, reference should 
be made to the Company's continuous disclosure materials filed from time to time with Canadian securities regulatory 
authorities, which are available online under the Company's profile at www.sedar.com  or on the Company's website at 
www.mdacorporation.com. 

The Toronto Stock Exchange has neither approved nor disapproved the form or content of this release. 
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